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1. Since 1997, macroeconomic conditions in Canada have been conducive to an expanding construction market and a 

consequent increase in demand for wood structural building components. Canada has enjoyed steady economic growth 
accompanied by major gains in employment and personal income. Mortgage rates have been low and there has been 
some growth in the population. 

2. Housing starts in Canada rose from 147,040 units in 1997 to 162,733 units in 2001. The year 2002 was an even 
stronger year for housing in Canada, with housing starts totaling an estimated 204,857 units. 

3. Single-detached houses accounted for approximately 60% of total housing starts in Canada; semidetached houses, row 
houses, and apartments accounted for the remainder.  

4. Housing starts are concentrated in the more populated Provinces of Canada. Ontario, the largest Province in Canada by 
population, accounted for 45% of total Canadian housing starts in 2001.  

5. The prairie Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta accounted for 21% of total housing starts in 2001, 
Quebec accounted for 17% of housing starts, and British Columbia accounted for 11%.  

6. Although total housing starts in Canada have increased in recent years, housing activity has varied throughout the 
country because some Provinces have enjoyed stronger economic growth and larger population gains than other 
Provinces. A buoyant economy and an increase in population in Ontario and Alberta boosted demand for housing in 
these two Provinces.  Between 1997 and 2001, housing starts in Ontario and Alberta rose by 36% and 23%, 
respectively. On the other hand, housing starts in British Columbia declined by 41% between 1997 and 2001 as 
sluggish economic conditions and low population growth in the province depressed housing activity. Housing starts in 
Quebec rose irregularly from 25,896 units in 1997 to 27,682 units in 2001. 

7. Nonresidential construction expenditures in Canada also increased during the period, from C$56.6 billion in 1997 to 
C$68.7 billion in 2001. Alberta accounted for 31% of total nonresidential construction expenditures in 2001, Ontario 
accounted for 26%, and Quebec, 15%. 

8. The construction of larger homes in Canada has contributed to the growth in demand for Canadian wood structural 
building components. According to industry sources, the average size of a residential home in Canada has increased in 
the past few years, construction designs have become more complex, and homes have become more customized.  A 
survey of new home builders and renovators in Canada conducted in the summer of 1999 found that many builders 
planned to build larger and more luxurious homes to meet the needs of “move up” home purchasers more completely. 



 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
i All facts taken directly from the U.S. International Trade Commission Publication 3596 entitled “Conditions of 
Competition in the U.S. Market for Wood Structural Building Components” from ITC Investigation No. 332-445 April 
2003. U.S. International Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20436, www.usitc.gov 


