
 

 

ITC 332 Report Summary 
 

U.S. Housing Starts and Non-Residential Constructioni 
 

 
1. Demand for wood structural building components is driven by the markets for new residential construction, 

residential repair and remodeling and nonresidential commercial construction, all of which remained strong during 
1997-2001. Falling interest rates, strong immigration, and rising housing values, which boosted consumer 
confidence, all contributed to a strong housing market.   

2. In 1997, privately owned housing starts totaled 1.5 million. During 1998-2001, housing starts were approximately 
1.6 million per year, and in 2002, housing starts were approximately 1.7 million.  

3. One domestic industry representative suggested that U.S. demand for housing was such that 2002 housing starts 
could have reached 2 million if the supply of labor was adequate.  

4. In 2002, the South accounted for 46% of all privately owned housing starts. The Northeast 9%, the Midwest 
21%, and the West 24% accounted for the remainder.  

5. The size of houses also affects the demand for wood structural building components. Houses have doubled in size 
since 1950.  Driving the size increase are trends toward larger rooms, higher ceilings, and larger garages.  During 
1997-2001, the average size of single family, detached houses, which accounted for approximately 70% of all U.S. 
privately, owned housing starts, increased by approximately 11% to 2,272 square feet of furnished floor space.  
The trend towards larger houses is expected to continue. 

 



 

 

6. Likewise, U.S. expenditures for nonresidential commercial construction increased at an average compound 
annual rate of 3.7% from $174 billion in 1997 to $201 billion in 2001. The total consumption of structural 
building materials (e.g., lumber, EWP, concrete, and steel) used in the production of floors, walls, and roofing rose 
by 19% between 1997 and 2000. 

 

 
 
                                                 
i All facts taken directly from the U.S. International Trade Commission Publication 3596 entitled “Conditions of 
Competition in the U.S. Market for Wood Structural Building Components” from ITC Investigation No. 332-445 April 
2003. U.S. International Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20436, www.usitc.gov 


