
 

 

ITC 332 Report Summary 
 

U.S. Structural Building Components Importsi 
 

 
1. Between 1995, the first full year before the Softwood Lumber Agreement (SLA) was implemented, and 

1999, U.S. imports increased by 516%, from $138 million to $851 million. Because HTS heading 4418 
was not subject to SLA quotas, the increase may be due, in part, to Canadian lumber manufacturers shifting 
production to remanufactured products that could be exported to the United States outside of the SLA quota 
restrictions. After peaking in 1999, total imports decreased by 15% to $723 million in 2001, but 
rebounded to $806 million in 2002.  

2. Canada is the dominant supplier of these products to the U.S. market. The Canadian share of U.S. imports 
(by value) averaged 81% during 1997 to 2001. From 1995 to 1999, imports from Canada of products 
classified in HTS subheading 4418.90.40 increased from $101 million (73% of total U.S. imports) to $731 
million (86% of total U.S. imports). 

 
3. From 1997 to 1999, the estimated value of U.S. imports of wood structural building components 

increased by 170%, from $169 million to $456 million. From 1999 to 2001, the value of these imports 
dropped by 17%, from $456 million to $380 million. Imports in 2002 rebounded to $394 million.  

 

 



 

 

Roof Truss Facts (4418.90.4020) 

 
1. During 1997-2002, imports of wood roof trusses averaged $60.0 million annually. Canada accounted 

for virtually all of these imports during this period.  

2. Between 1997 and 2000, the total value of roof truss imports increased 183% from $26.9 million to 
$76.3 million, but dropped by 7.4% to $70.6 million between 2000 and 2001 and was back up by 7.0% in 
2002 to $75.6 million.  

3. Import penetration in the U.S. roof truss market rose from 0.9% in 1997 to 1.8% in 2001. 

 

Prefabricated Partitions and Panel Facts (4418.90.4050) 

 
1. During this period, the value of imports increased 581% from $5.9 million in 1997 to $40.2 million in 

2001, but dropped back 7.4% to $37.2 million in 2002.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Other Fabricated Structural Wood Member Facts – I-Joists (4418.90.4040) 

 
1. Canada accounted for 97% of the imports in this category during this period, which annually 

averaged $139 million. 

2. Total U.S. imports jumped nearly 570%, from $26 million in 1996 to $175 million in 1998. From 1998 to 
1999, U.S. imports, however, dropped 37% to $109 million. Between 1999 and 2002, imports in this 
category increased again and totaled $169 million by 2002, a 54% increase from 1999.  

3. There appears to have been an upward trend in other products imported in this category, which includes I-
joists. 

 

Glulam & SCL Facts (4418.90.4010) 

 
1. U.S. imports of these products ranged from $16 million to $21 million during 1997-1999, jumped to $38 

million in 2000, and then dropped to $17 million in 2002.  Canada supplied 91% of the products 
imported as laminated beams and arches during 1997-2002.  

2. The data are not sufficient to estimate the level of market penetration for imported products used in beams 
and headers, usage trends and the $38 million surge in laminated beam imports in 2000 suggest that the 
potential for imports of laminated beams and arches to increase does exist. 

 
                                                 
i All facts taken directly from the U.S. International Trade Commission Publication 3596 entitled “Conditions of 
Competition in the U.S. Market for Wood Structural Building Components” from ITC Investigation No. 332-445 April 
2003. U.S. International Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20436, www.usitc.gov 


